
The Bible says that many sinners came to Jesus to hear him speak about God. But the religious leaders
complained about Jesus. They said, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” So Jesus told them this
parable.

A father had two sons. Before the father died, the younger son said, “Father, give me my inheritance.” The father
divided his inheritance between the two sons. The younger son took all his inheritance, left his father, and went
to a distant land. There he squandered his money in immoral living. He lost everything.

There was a severe famine in the distant land, and the younger son began to starve. He found work caring for
pigs. He was very hungry and wanted to fill his stomach with the pigs’ food, but no one gave him anything.  When
he came to his senses, he said to himself, “My father has plenty of food for his workers, and here I am dying of
hunger. I will go back to my father and say to him, ‘Father, accept me as one of your workers.’”

So he got up and returned to his father. While he was still a distance away, his father saw him. The father took
pity on his son, ran to him, embraced him, and kissed him. His son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against God
and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.”

His father said to his servants, "Quick, bring the best robe and dress him in it! Let's have a feast!" So they began
to enjoy themselves.

The older son was working in the fields. As he approached the house, he heard the celebration. "What's going
on?" he asked. A servant said, "Your brother has arrived. Your father is celebrating."

The older son was angry and refused to go in. His father went outside and pleaded with him. But the older son
replied, "Look, I have worked like a slave for you all these years, and you have never given me a feast. But when
this unfaithful son of yours returns home, you celebrate."

His father said to him, "My son, you are always with me. Everything I have is yours. But let’s rejoice! For this
brother of yours was dead and has come back to life. He was lost and has been found!"

That is the parable which Jesus told the religious leaders who felt like Jesus shouldn’t associate with sinners.
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Discussion Questions 
The parable talks about two kinds of
people. Do you resemble the older son or
the younger son? How?

The compassionate father represents
God. What do you think about the father
forgiving his son?  

Do you think God forgives everyone who
humbly comes to him? What must we do
to be forgiven by God?  

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us
from all sin. If we claim to be without sin,
we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in
us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
just and will forgive us our sins and purify

us from all unrighteousness.”  
1. John 1:7-9  (NIV)
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The small flower
represents the
younger son

This flower represents 
 the compassionate
father 

This symbol 
represents the 

older son 

The heart represents
the younger son going

his own way, repenting
and being restored

The vine represents 
the result of a sinful life 
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